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island." On the city's replying that the peace of
Hamburg had extended their right of possession
which they held for unpaid Danish debts, King
Frederick was not ashamed to reply to the council
of Ltibeck, that they should reasonably consider that
this treaty was invalid since his father, who had made
it, was not at that time crowned, and neither he nor
his councillors had been consulted in the matter.
Frederick did not for a moment consider that the
Hansa had in all respects acknowledged the "un-
crowned king," and had helped him into his kingdom.

Liibeck felt too weak, too exhausted, seriously to
resist the king's claims. It sent an embassy to
Copenhagen, begging for the extension of the posses-
sion, held by them as a pledge, for another forty, thirty,
twenty, fifteen, eight, seven, six, five, or at least one
year. Thus low had the Queen of the Hansa sunk,
thus was she broken, that she could beg so abjectly.
She begged in vain. King Frederick was deaf to
entreaties ; he saw his rival's weakness, and he
profited by it. Had they not had enough return
for helping Frederick I. to power by holding the
island fifty years ? Liibeck was forced to yield ; the
only concession that was made to her was, that
Frederick graciously permitted her to convey one
hundred tuns of Rhenish wine free of duty through
the Sound for the space of ten years, to supply the
town cellar of the capital. In the summer of 1576
Bornholm was formally delivered over to the Danes,
and the Hansa lost yet another source of wealth.

For a while the League still strove to carry on
some trade with Russia, at first by Reval, then by